
Becoming a

Streamkeeper!!!



What is a watershed?

•A watershed is all of the land 
that drains to a given body of 
water.  A watershed is all of 
the land that catches 
precipitation & drains to a 
specific stream, river, lake, or 
ocean. 



•We live on the Saluda-Reedy 
Watershed.  It is home to 1/3 of a 
million people.  It is 80 miles long 
and stretches from the N.C./S.C. 
border to the head waters of 
Buzzard’s Roost dam that forms 
Lake Greenwood.  The Saluda-
Reedy Watershed supplies water to 
18 towns and 7 counties.  It is 
where we get our water from.





It is important to help keep our 
watershed clean.  Many things 
can pollute our waters.

Some of these things are:



Storm Drains



• Storm drains carry water off of the 
roads and sidewalks and are dumped 
directly into our rivers.  They do not 
filter the water like sewage systems 
do.  It is important that we make 
sure cars are properly maintained so 
that we don’t have oil and fuels 
leaking into the drains. 



•Thermal Pollution- This is when 
water is heated and dumped into 
the rivers and streams.  Many 
aquatic animals are ectothermic 
(cold blooded).  Their bodies 
cannot adjust to the drastic 
change in temperature and they 
go into shock and die. 



Erosion-When clearing timber or building 
new homes, shopping centers, & roads 
dozers destroy the earth.  The loose soil can 
be washed into the watershed and cause 
the water to become cloudy.  This is called 
turbitidy.





When the water is cloudy, the plants 
cannot get enough sunlight.  The water 
will not have enough oxygen for the fish 
& the fish die.  Soil heats faster than 
water, so muddy water is warmer than 
clear water.  When the water heats up, it 
causes the algae & plants to die.



They sink to the bottom, decompose, 
smell, and make the water yucky.  This 
causes people who own lake or water 
property to not want to live there.  
Sometimes, silt and soil erosion can 
cause a lake to slowly disappear.  On 
Lake Greenwood, some of the land 
owners once had a nice cove to drive 
their boats into.  Now, the cove is full 
of dirt and soil.  It is more like a marsh 
than a beautiful lake. 





Notice the silt deposits & how it has started 
creating islands.



Ways to prevent erosion:  To help prevent 
this problem, construction workers are supposed 
to use silt fences.  When cutting timber, replant 
the trees!  The forest floor helps to filter out 
contaminants and prevents flooding.



Plant native bushes, shrubs, and grasses along 
water fronts.  Set up barriers along parking lots.  
The pavement allows water to run quickly.  Fast 

moving water can lead to erosion.



• Fertilizer- When 
property owners 
fertilize their yards, 
the fertilizer runs off 
into the lake/stream.  
When the water has 
too many nutrients, 
it causes the plants 
and algae in the 
water to bloom.  
This can also 
become a problem.  



Algae Blooms



Use organic alternatives 
or use composts.



Human & Animal Waste
Sewers that are not working or installed properly can 

leak into the water systems and can be very unhealthy 
for swimmers and the people who eat the fish.  
Animal waste along the water’s edge can wash into 
the waters and contaminate the water also.  Disposing 
of waste properly can help keep the water clean.



Sometimes farmers will allow their livestock to drink 
from the rivers & streams. These animals use the 
bathroom in the water and it is carried down stream.  
Farmers should build fences to keep the animals out of 
the water.  This would help keep the water from 
becoming contaminated.



Dead Dumping
• Sometimes people dispose of animal carcasses 

in the local rivers & streams.  Hunters and 
fishermen are usually the ones to blame for this 
problem.  Decomposing animals are smelly, 
breed bacteria, and breed insects.  No one 
wants to drink water with rotting animals in it.  



Industrial Waste
• Industries & businesses use to dump chemicals 

and dyes into the water systems.  This doesn’t 
occur as often now because they can face 
heavy fines and be shut down.  Smaller 
businesses are more likely to dump their waste 
because it is sometimes expensive to pay to 
dispose of it properly.  



Home Waste
• This is where you can help.  Many people dump 

trash into the local rivers and streams.  You may 
not think of leaves and grass clippings as trash, 
but they are not something that would naturally 
be in the water.  These items can be disposed of 
in a compost.  



When people was cars, they use soaps and cleaners that 
wash into the watershed.  The best place to wash a car 
is away from a water supply and in an area that has 
grass and plants that can filter the harmful products out 
of the water before it runs into the rivers and creeks.



•Point Source 
Pollution-You 
can point to it.  

•Ex:  a dog 
pooping or a can 
of oil leaking into 
a lake
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• Non-Point Source 
Pollution- It is 
harder to ID the 
source but you know 
it’s there.  

• Ex:  someone left a 
bunch of litter on the 
side of the stream or 
there’s an algae 
bloom and you know 
it a result of fertilizing 
lawns (who’s lawns?)



Pollution can kill 
fish and cause 
many birth defects 
in animals.
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Use your Brain Kiddo!
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•When we are on our 
streamkeeper’s adventure, you 
should be on the look out for 
certain things.  The following 
things can be dangerous:  



Posion Ivy, Posion Oak, & Posion 
Sumack

• Remember: Leaves of three…let them be!!!!



You don’t want to itch & end up like 
these victims.





Black Widows are found under rocks, 
logs, and in dark, cool places.



Watch out for the Brown Recluse 
Spider!



Leave them alone or you will end up 
looking like these victims.

Day 3



Day 5



Day 6



Day 9



Day 10



Ticks Suck!!!



Warning
If someone comes to your front door 
saying they are checking for ticks due to 
the warm weather and asks you to take 
your clothes off and dance around with 
your arms up, DO NOT DO IT!! THIS IS A 
SCAM!! They only want 
to see you naked. 

I wish I'd gotten this yesterday. I feel so 
stupid.



Bees, Wasps, Hornets, & Yellow Jackets



Last of all…Watch out for these guys!!!



Last of all…watch out for these 
guys!

• Mosquitoes
• Chiggers
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These animals are native to SC.
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